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Start up guide

Connecting to the World

HOW TO: Surf the Internet, E-mails, Messengers,
Skype, Online Chat, Torrents, Download and Upload

Enjoying Multimedia

HOW TO: Listen to Music, Watch Videos, Listen to
Online Radio stations, View Images, Read PDF,
Backing Up Your Music

Expressing Yourself!

HOW TO: Write a Document, Transfer and Edit
Photos, Setting up Printers, Compressing and
Extracting Files, and much more.

Your Zenwalk Live

HOW TO: Install Programs, Customising Your
Zenwalk, FAQ and much more.
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This document is written to remove some difficult steps one might experience
during the first few day of using Zenwalk, and to facilitate the onboarding
process to Linux in general. To put it simply, this is a short guide for people who
are completely new to Linux. Some key features of this documents are:

- How to use most basic applications that come with Zenwalk.
- How to customise your desktop

- Package management

- PFlenty of screenshots

If you have any comments/suggestions or if you wish to contribute to translation
of this document, please contact the primary author of this document, 'tsuren’, at
zenwalk.support.org.

You have the right to copy, distribute and/or modify this documentation according
to terms' of the GNU General Public License, version 3 or any later version, as
published by Free Software Foundation. The text of the license is in the appendix:
GNU General Public License (http:/fwww.gnu.org/copyleft/gpl.html).
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Before we start...
What is Zenwalk?

What is Zenwalk Live?

Your Desktop in Zenwalk

How do | use my mouse?

How can | find my folders/files?

What is 'superuser' (root)?
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What is Zenwalk?

| started building Zenwalk (originally "Minislack") to learn the inner workings of
GNU/Linux. E!mldmg an operating system is a great way to gain understanding
because you're often on your own in solving problems when things do not work
as expected.

Another reason for building Zenwalk was that | found myself performing the same
modifications on systems after a new installation. Such repeated modifications
included recompiling a more optimized and up to date kernel, removing loads of
unused software and libraries, customizing the desktop, tuning the X window
system, improving startup scripts, adding my preferred text editor, adding a
movie player and codecs, and so on.

This project presented an opportunity to share this customization with friends, as
well as being able to reinstall my system in exactly in the same state at any given
time.

Then came the users and contributors, and the beginnings of the changes that
molded Zenwalk into what it is today We started replacing the original distribution
with alternatives (gtk libs), adding new libs (Gnome libs), adding lots of
administration tools, and a new way to manage packages remotely (netpkg).
Users have improved Zenwalk by features requests posted and discussed on
the support forum. The result is that Zenwalk, though still based on Slackware, is,
In many ways very different : it is a daily development work, done by several
Linux lovers to build the ideal Linux OS.

Zenwalk aims to be a GNUjLinux operating system rather than a distribution; it's
not a collection of packages, it's a finished, coherent and rational product.

In the future, Zenwalk will not change its philosophy, it will only become more
mature as a multipurpose Operating System:

- kernel hardware support will improve

- applications will become better with new releases
- system tools will be improved

- New tools will be added



What is Zenwalk?

Zenwalk Linux is the new name of the project "Minislack Linux". Zenwalk is based
on Slackware, a robust Linux distribution faithful to the spint of Unix. Zenwalk is
recognised today as one of the fastest distributions available in binary version.

Zenwalk is designed with the following objectives:

- Be simple and fast

- Provide one application for one task on the install CD
- Be a complete development/desktop environment

- Be small so that it can be distributed on a single CD

Zenwalk users are supported by a strong and helpful community Some features
that may differentiate Zenwalk from other dirstributions are:

- Works out of the box

- Official packagers are of high standard, following strict packaging rules.

- We stay slack, and do not come with fervent 'community spint’

- You will learn a lot how to use Linux from using Zenwalk as you would do
with Slackware

We hope you will enjoy using Zenwalk as much as we do.




What is Zenwalk Live?

Zenwalk Live

Zenwalk's Live Edition is a complete GNU/Linux operating system. Just as with
Zenwalk's desktop Edition, out of the box, you will be able to browse, mail, chat,
listen to music, program in C, Perl, Python, Ruby... watch videos in various formats,
write documents, print, scan, burn CD and DVD, connect your camera and edit
your photographs, without adding anything. Coders will like the full set of
development libraries and interpreters. The Live Edition also includes extras such
as system recovery tools, partition tools, video games and much more...

IMPORTANT

Zenwalk Live does have a persistent disk option on the desktop. This means that
once you finished your session and shut down your machine, you will lose all the
settings and documents saved during your Live CD session. 5o make sure to

save documents and files in your USE keys, for example, before shutting it down.

You can create persistent partitions with Zenwalk Live, however. The instruction is
In Zenwalk Live manual at:

http:/fwww.zenwalk.org/modulesftinycontentfindex php?id=17




Your Desktop in Zenwalk

When you start up Zenwalk the first ime, you will be greated with a desktop
similar to the screenshot below. You have two 'Panels’ at the top and at the
bottom, and some 'lcons' linking to your 'Home' directory, to your 'File System’,
to your LiveCD (if running Zenwalk Live), and a link to the Zenwalk official website.

Panels are places where you can place your quick launch icons, volume
control and other applications made for panels to make your life easier.

Your 'Home' directory i1s where you save your personal files, personal
settings and the area you use most often. Desktop is in fact a folder in this
directory In Zenwalk Live, your home directory is 'one’. In Zenwalk, it should be
YOUr User name.

File system iIs the folder that includes all the system and home directories.
Normally, you do not need to access this directory, unless you need to make a
system wide changes.

Main application menu bar Desktop icons Pager, Time and
Logout button

Desktop panel
with a task list,

showing all the
running
applications

Desktop panel
with application
launchers, and a
volume control




